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Reference is made to"fy memorandum to you of July B,E: Eﬁ: -
1947. Attached to the referenced memorandum -was & SWmRAIY ;;;x.mi:..
vased upon available information on Communist infiltration T g —
T . ipto the motion picture industry. u were advised in referéneed ————
¢ memorandum that additional inguiry was s
f =8 and New York Offices in order to obtain s more complete
et and rounded picture of the subject matter. The information
. which bas been ohjajped irom these Uffices Las now ussh Thoor-
porated jin oW EURMATY snhjact matter.
- This summary is ajimched herakQ,
o A digest of the Communist activities set out in the
- suumary will preface the summary for your conveniencs. The
- sumary is broken down under the following headings:
- - I. History and Development of a Communist Party
z iz Hollywood
- II. Communist Infiltration of Labor Groups
o : III. Communist Infiltration of Intellectual Groups
ot R IV. QCommunist Infiltration in Motion Pictures
-t V. Soviet Activities in Hollywood
+~ . ¥I. Investigation of Commumnist Actigities in the
T e Motion Picture Industry by the Commitiee on
= Un-American Activities of the House of Representatives .y
. :} s WA YIl. Association of Motion Picture Producers, Incorpora.t;‘d}: '
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October 2, 1547

COLMUNIS, I THE .QTICK PICTURES THIUSTRY

The Executive Committee of the Communist International in iarch
of 1825 instructei tke Communist Parties of the world to turn the motion victure
into an arsenal of agitation and propagunda weapons of’ the Communist Party.

%illi lLuenzenbers, a former member of the. Erecutive Committee of the
Communist Interrational, authored iwo articles,prirted in the American Communist
newsnaper, The Daily Worker, in 1925, which vointed to the siznifizance of tke
n@tion picture 2s & propazanda medium of the Communist Party. I luenzenbers
quoted one of the fathers of Communist teacnoihgs, V. I. Lenin, as follo¥s:
! B -
"You must powerfully develove filz production, taking esmecially the
proletarian kins (zoticn picture theatens) to tbe city masses and
still a much zreater extent to tke village. You must always consider
that of all the arts, the motion ricture is for us the most irportant."

"We must develope the tremendous cultural possibilities of tke
motion picture in the revolutionary sense....Cne of the most cressing
tagks confronting Communist Parties on the fisld of azitation and
oronazanda is the conguest of this supremely important nrooasanda

. weapon, wntil now the monowoly of the rulins class. Te must Wrest
it froc tkem and turn it against trem."

HThere must no longer be any couniry in which the Comrunist
Party and its grous do not make extensive use of the 2otion nicture film."

The printing of these articles by the D=ily orker can be considered as
a directive to the American Communists in that it was suthored by an interrpationall;
femous Cormunist propagandist.

Communists in tke United Stutes following these instructions have
employed the stretegy and techniques outlined by the great Coummunist fatkhers,
Marx and Lenin.

EERE L, er T T ASYX



In order to understand the operztiocnal procedures of the Communists
it is well to consider the sia of the Communist Farty in the United States.
acecording to a "lanual on vrganization of the Jommunist Party," by J. Peters,
wnich was published in 135, this aim is to overthrow capitalism and establisn
a dictatorsnip of the proletarist..

iilliam 2, Foster, present Lational Leaaer or tne Communist rarty in
the United States in his book, "Toward Soviet auerica,” stated:

iThe leader of the revolution in all its stages is the comauiist
party....’he establishment of an American woviet goverHAent vwill .aark
the cirth of real democracy in the Lnited States.”.

AS an additional indication oi the alle,iance ol the auserican Conaunists
it should be ncted that .illiam . Foster, when testiliying oelcere tie risn Coanitiee
of the T7lst Congress in 1930, stated: ' ’

"The workers of this country {United: states) and the workers of
svery couniry nave only one flag., Taat is ine usga flag. Thot is the
flag of the proletarian democracy.” o

Indicative of the revelutionary cnafactcr of the Joamaunist rerty is the
followinyg quotation taken frcm the Mianual onh br&anlzatlon of the Communist Party,'
by J. Peters, in which the auther quotes $rom a pledge given oy Zarl Zrowder to
two thousand individuals thot vere peing initiasted into the Commuinist Party in
Jew York City in 1935:

"I pled_e myself to r2lly the .usses to defena the covist Union;
trie iand oi Vlctorlpus DOClallSu. I plecce m;self te remzin ot il
times a vigilant and firnm defencer oi the Leninist lize ol the rarty

‘the only line that insures the triumph cf Soviet power in the LL;ESQ
States,"

The deceptive tactics, includin. the use of trickery ang subteriuge, oy
Somnunists, are aiso indicated in the teachings of Lenin. Lenin stated:

"It is necessary to be able to witastano all tnis, te arree to any
and every sacrifice, and even—if need be—to resort to all sorts of
devices, ..aneuvers, and illegal .zethods, tc evasion and subterruce, in
order to penetrate into irade unjons, to resain in them, und 10 carry on
Communist work in them at all costs.”

In order to rully understand the iull Zaocrt of the Con.uaist propaganda

which is disseminated by the Party and i.s sympathizers in written or spoken words,
the deceptivensss of aescpian language utilized by the Jommunists .aust pe consiuerec
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nin, in relerring to this obrand of Commupist double

", ..ethat cursed aesopian language...Which...compeiled all
revolutionariss to have recourse, whenever tney took up their pens
to write a 'legal' work."

lenin used Aesopian language for the purpose of avoiding censorship.
Communists today are using it to mislead the public,

v

Inforration has been received tha
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at in 1935, the Communist Party, USA,
dssued instructions to the Hollywoo Section of the bonmunlst Party to intensify
and concentrate their activities in Hollywood and the motiqn picture industry.
Tnis directive emphasized the fact tnat the vormunists must try to capture the
labor unions and pointed out that if this were done the ymions could be of tre-
mendous service in influencing the type of picture produced. The directive alse
contained a specific call to the Communists requesting them to concentrate on vhe
so=called intellectual groupe in Hollywood wnich are composed o1 directors, write
ers, artists, actors, actresses, and nighly paid techniclans.

The infiltration oi the motion plcturejlndustry, commencing in 1935, was
one of the important objectives of the Communist Part.j in the United States. The
Cormunists recognized the motion picture &s an extellent means of molding and ine
fluencing puolic opinion. 7The noted Cormunist theoretician, V. J. Jerome, was sent
by the Communist Party, USA, to Hollywood on several bccasions to carry Out the
orders of the Conmunist rarty with regard to the motion picture indusiry. The gen-
eral plans of trhe Communist Party included schemes to capture the lavor unions, in-
fluence management, make friends among the company executives and to penetrate the
so-called inteilectual groups.

V. J, verome, in the late 1930's, was assisted in the labor rield in Holly=
wooa by Jerf Kibre, a Communist labor leader, wno was active in the (ommunist crafts
and unions in Hollywood.

John Howard lawson, the Comnunist screen writer, and Edward Siberman, Com-
munist birector, who in 1941 were reported as functionaries of the Communist Party
in Hollywood, played an important role in the Compunist plan of attack. "lawson, as a
leader of the Screen Writers' Guild, was instrumental in getting many Communist
writers sich as aloert Maltz, Alvah Bessie, Dalton Trumbo, and Henry Blankiort, who
were sent to him oy the National Headquarters of the Party, into the motion picture
industry. Hanns Eisler, brother of Gerhardt Lisler, indicated on one occasion that
he intended to go to Hollywood through tne efforts of Jonn Howara Lawson,

The Cormunist Farty in Hollywood, has undergone many structural changes
since it was first organized. The last major change occurred in December, 1945, un-
der the leadership of John Stapp, Hollywood Section Organizer ior the Communist



Party. Starp caused the formation of three sub-sections, namely the

cultural, the industrial, and the cormnity. The latter two rave just recently
merged into one sroup. In addition, taere are five studic srop units or
branches locatedé at Lniversal International, R0, .l:ii, Faramount, and

Coluphia Studios. 7aldo 3alt, the Communist screen writer, 1s the organizer
of the cuitural sub-section in Follywood. 4 studic grip, Paul Ferlin, is the
organizer cf the consolidated community and industrial sub-sections.

A very reliable source has indicated that there are six hundred
Commnrists employed in the motion picture and radio industries, in ollywood,
California. Five imundred and twenty of these individuals iave been identifiied
&s Commnists in that they are now or were members of fhe Commnist Farty, US4,
or were members of the Jomrmnist Politicel Association, USA. The cccupational
treaidown oI these Commnists whose occunation itas een ascertained is a3
follows: 4 /

Actresses 45
Actors Ay
Directors 15 E
Producers .8 ‘
Viriters 17
Publicists W5
aisicians 42
‘ Analysts 3
) Technicians 12
Cameranen 3
Film Editors 1
“iscellenecus (cartoonists, laborers, cificz =z:-loyees,

artists, and so fortn) &2

A4 noticeable change has veen rerortec to bte taidng flice in the
tactical onerations of the Commnists in “ollywood. Thils chanze asears to be
the result >f the attitude now taken by the Government and the couniry as a wiole,
toward the Communist movemnent in the united States.

Former outspoken leaders of the Communist Party, as well as other
Communi st sympathizers, have drawn back into less important positions and have
less to say openly in Communist affairs, wiile those who have not been so active
or so well lmown have been forced tc the fronmt to carry on the program, not as
Communists, tut camouflaged as "liberals" and “"progressives."



Pollowing the Leninist tsachings on tactles and atrategy, the
Comminists in the motion picture industry are reported to be toring within the
anti~Commnist movement, their objective being to direct these anti-Commmnist
movements to less harmful charnels., The result is that Communists are actually
attacking themselves or their movement.

According to a reliable -ourca the Communists have actually lost groun
in the trade union field because of the failure of the Conference of Studle Union
The Comsmnists have, lowever, more than made up for this failure by having their
sympathlzers vlaced in Ligh executive poeitions in the motion pleture industry, s
as directors and writers. This latter type of penetrztiorn iz more insidious
because of the rerutations and influence gained by those elevated in this manner,

Among the labor =lement in Hollywood the princiule force of the Commnl
has been the Conference of Studis Urions. This,group is described :=s a dloc of
Commanist controlled unilsne urder the leaderahﬁp o"Eernart K. Serrell, who has
been identified as & former member of the uommpnlsm Party. The purvose of the
Conference of Studio Unions has teen reported ae Awo-fold; (1) that the Union
desires to kesp the general laber situ=ztion géitated in Hollywood in line with
the Communist Party program of creating confﬁsiOﬂ and (2) to maintain iptact the
leadershls of Herbert . Sorrell. /

The strikes whicl. have developed bj;ieen the Confersnce of Studio
Unions and the International Alllance of Theatrical Stage Employees have been for
the most part vurely Jurisdictioral disvutes caused by the Communist bloc 1n the
Conference of" Studio Unions as e nart of their disruptionist tactics to gain
control of the labor element 1n Follywood.

™he Screen Writers! Cuild is one of the first unions which was formed
in the motlen victure industry in the eunltural field, It has been under the
influence of Commniets snd Communist sympathizers since its incention. The
purpose of tha Screen riters! Guild has been to obtaln better conditions for its
merhers and to propagate the Jommunlst FParty strategy in influencing public orint
Thess Commanists and their fellow travelers in the Screen Writers! Gulld have
furthered the Communist cause by the dilssaemination of their Commnist ideclogy
to unsuspecting writers who are zlso membars of the Guild. The Commmunlst wrlters
and "Innocents" then inject irnto motlon nlcture scripte JCommunist~velled propagar
or eliminate anti-Comminist stztements or scenes from the origiral motion picture
script,

The Screen Actors! Guild has been infiltrated by many Commnists and

Commnist eympathizers. Forty-two individuals who have been identified as Commur
are known to be members In gond standing of the Sereen Lctors' Guild,
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The Screen Cartconists' Guild is another group whicn has been under
the influence of Communists and Communist sympathizers. Known Cormunists and/or
Comuunist sympathizers have held official positions in the Guild. Close coopera=
tion has existed between the Communist Party in the Hollywood ares and the Screen
Cartoonists' Guild.

The Council of Hollywood Guilds and Unions is an organization allegedly
formed to fight the sowcalled "Fascist® actdvities of the Motion Picture Alliance
for the Preservation of &merican Ideals. Known Communists and Communist
sympathizers, active in the motion piciure industry, participated in the formation
of this group and many of these individuals have continued in executive capacities
in this organization.

In the cultural field the Hollywood Communists have been most successiul
in influencing organizations such as the Hollywood Writers Mooilization, the
People's Educational Center, the Hollywood Independa/nt Citizen's ormittee of the
Arts, Sciences and Professions, and the actorst Igboratory.

4

The Communists and fellow travelers,in/the Hollywood Writers Mobilization
played an important part in writing and producing documentary films for the Overseas
Branch for the Office of War Information. Ih the Spring of 1945 the Hollywood
Writers lobilization Editorial Committee onr'()ferseas #ilms was composed of fourteen
members, ©“even of these have been identified as Communists,

The Peopls's cducatiopal Center in Hollywood is an outgrowth of the
Hellywood Writers School, a Communist school in Los angeles, and it was formed by
known Communists and active Coomunist sympathizers. oSince its inception this
group has offered tourses on political and cultural matters as well as instructional
courses with regard to the motion picture industry. The majority of its instructors
have been identified as Cormunists or active Communist sympatnizers in that they
havs besn prominent in known Vommunist Front organizational work in the motiom
picture indusury. Such well-known Communists as motion picture Directors Herbert
Biberman, Frank luttle and Edward Dmytryk have been connected with it in an
axecutive or teaching capacity.

The independent Citizens Committee of the Arts, Scisences, and Professions
is an organization which was supported by the Communist Party and the Communist
press during its existence. A national Cormunist functionmary (Lionel Berman) has
been given credit for participating in the farmation of this group. In Hollywood
the Communist penetration of this group was no exception for the Executive Council,
at the tlme the Hollywood unit was established, had fifteen 'ndividuals as Council
members, who have been described as Lommunists. Many more members of the
Executive Council have been affiliated with other organizaticns known to have
been infiltrated by the Communist element.



This orgenization in Hollywood has been described as having taken a part in,
or supported, all local activities in the Hollywood erea which were inspired
or propagated by the Communist Farty.

Cn February 11, 1947, the Hollywood Cuanter of the Indecendent Citizens
Committee of the Arts, Sciences, and Professions, went out of existence anc its
members.aip Tormed & new _roup known as the FProgressive Citizens of America, which
action was precipitated by similer action being taken by the Hational orgenization
on December 25 and 23, 1346, in New York City. It is known that thils seme Wational
Coxmunist r'unctionary, (Lionel Berman), who was active in the formation of the In-
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Jdependent Citizens Clommitiee of the Arts, Scie
laying the plans Jor the [lormation of the Progressive Citizens of Agerlca. The
Progressive Cliizens oI America uas.ostabl;gued in Zollvwood & Council cof the arts,
Jciences, and rrefessions of She Yrocressive citizens of Jmerice., This grcup re=-
ently sponsored & Conference on Ihougnt Control which was actively narticioated in
by many ymown Communists zud Commumnist sympat.idizerse

The Communist Fart - has concentrataﬂ its eflorts on the writers and dir-
ectors o tle motion picture industry -—or e gogmsiderable ceridd of +time in an ef-
fort to have Comunist sropaganda injected into —otion pictures., The writer who
creates the dialcpue and action and the director who interprets the same are in o
cosition To iniluence the political nhiloseniy coniained in any siven picture, Cor
this reason, the political views and sackcround of the writer and the director are

utilized to the fullest extent by the Communist Party ir their effort to disseminate
oroparands throurk +he motion
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Juring vorld Lar IT, these writers end cdirecters, who mcted under Com=-
munist suidance, were renorted to have inserted excernts into nictures in a zeost
clever zamner, The crowvninz ochievemen®t in tiis resrect vwas tac ~icture "Zission
to toscow," owever, The open rropagandg in tuis pilecture was so obvious that
throughout the United ZTates tne nicture was criticized by numerous ncwsnapers,

This sction resulted in the Communists coanging their tactics to a more subtle ap-
oroaecn. The (o munists and Communist sympathizers are now 581l to be content with
the inserting of a .iine, sentence, or & situation into s picture which will ecarry
the Communist CFarty line into an otherwise nonnolitical picture, It has been said
that they have lounc this .iethod to be more effective by reason of the fact that it
dees not appear to ve purposeful but rather incidental, This subtle method of get=
ting wropagande into the motion pictures has not been limited to the serious drama
but has also included the musical comedies. The Communists have not only endeevored
to inject Cormunist propagande into pictures but have also prevented material which
the Party might consider cbjectionztle to its current program from apoearing in pice-
tures,

It is signilicant to point out that Villism 2, Foster, national leader of
the Commrist Party, USA, in & conversation on September 10, 1%47, at Los Angeles
with 7illiam Schneiderman and lled Sparks, .ect Coast Communist Party leaders, com-
mented concerning the motion ricture "The Best Years of Qur Lives" that it was the



real "stuff" 2.ud commented an the pictures "The Farmer's Deughter” and "Crossfire"
by stating "They are standing them on their ears," He referred to all three of
these victures as very fine ;roductions. These three pictures are discussed in
Sect}on IV of this memarendum, / ; '
¢ . .
Sumarily, it may be said that the Communfst Perty, throtgh its
members end Cosmunist sympathizers, has been most Successful in its infiltra=-
tion tactics emonp the labteor and intellectual groups in Eollywood motion
pieture industry. Through the labor element they have utilized their dis-
ruptionist tactics causing strife and unrest. Through the intellsctual zroups
they heve attempted te disserdnate Communist propagande in a very subtle and
éisguiczipg manner tircugh the motion picture, or have prohibited filming or
production of anti-Gommunist material, i
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